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*Rand article from wiki 


Films are cultural artifacts created by specific cultures. They reflect those cultures, and, in 
turn, affect them. Film is considered to be an important art form, a source of popular 
entertainment, and a powerful medium for educating—or indoctrinating—citizens. The 
visual basis of film gives it a universal power of communication. Some films have become 
popular worldwide attractions through the use of dubbing or subtitles to translate the dialog 
into other languages. The individual images that make up a film are called frames. In the 
projection of traditional celluloid films, a rotating shutter causes intervals of darkness as 
each frame, in turn, is moved into position to be projected, but the viewer does not notice 
the interruptions because of an effect known as persistence of vision, whereby the eye 
retains a visual image for a fraction of a second after its source disappears. The perception 
of motion is partly due to a psychological effect called the phi phenomenon. 


A films cast refers to a collection of the actors and actresses who appear, or star, in a film. A 
star is an actor or actress, often a popular one, and in many cases, a celebrity who plays a 
central character in a film. Occasionally the word can also be used to refer to the fame of 
other members of the crew, such as a director or other personality, such as Martin 
Scorsese. A crew is usually interpreted as the people involved in a films physical 
construction outside cast participation, and it could include directors, film editors, 
photographers, grips, gaffers, set decorators, prop masters, and costume designers. A 
person can both be part of a films cast and crew, such as Woody Allen, who directed and 
starred in Take the Money and Run. A film goer, movie goer, or film buff is a person who 
likes or often attends films and movies, and any of these, though more often the latter, could 
also see oneself as a student to films and movies or the filmic process. Intense interest in 
films, film theory, and film criticism, is known as cinephilia. A film enthusiast is known as a 
cinephile or cineaste. 


Crew Main article: Film crew A film crew is a group of people hired by a film company, 
employed during the production or photography phase, for the purpose of producing a film 
or motion picture. Crew is distinguished from cast, who are the actors who appear in front 
of the camera or provide voices for characters in the film. The crew interacts with but is 
also distinct from the production staff, consisting of producers, managers, company 
representatives, their assistants, and those whose primary responsibility falls in pre- 
production or post-production phases, such as screenwriters and film editors. 
Communication between production and crew generally passes through the director and 
hisher staff of assistants. Medium-to-large crews are generally divided into departments 
with well-defined hierarchies and standards for interaction and cooperation between the 
departments. Other than acting, the crew handles everything in the photography phase: 
props and costumes, shooting, sound, electrics i.e., lights, sets, and production special 
effects. Caterers known in the film industry as craft services are usually not considered part 
of the crew. 
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